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ÒSuppose there are brothers and sisters who donÕt have clothes and donÕt have enough to eat?  What good is there in saying to 
them ÒGod bless you, keep warm and eat wellÓ if you donÕt give them the necessities of life?     James Ch. 2: 15-16.        

I would like to thank all our sponsors, donors, pra yer partners and the many people who attend our fun ctions for 
your support given so freely and lovingly to help t he children at Bushikori receive the much needed necessities of life. 
The staff at BCC always keep food on hand to give to the children and families when in desperate need and the 
children at Joshua School receive porridge (posho) each day as many children come to school without breakfast.

We have recently received news from BCC that they have been handing out to the children the special gifts and 
welfare that have been donated by sponsors.  

BCC has focused on enhancing food security and family welfare improvement 
by giving out seeds and hoes to the children and families for the coming 
planting season.  

We give thanks to God 
that the 7 classrooms are 
all finished and full of 
children receiving 
Christian-based education and the extensions to the Medical 
Clinic are almost completed. 

 Anne is at present negotiating to buy a block of land next to 
the Joshua School which will give extra land for pl ay areas for 
the children with options of being able to add extr a buildings 
later on. 

 Bushikori is also in need of a new vehicle needed to transport 
children to and from school each day as many childr en have 
long distances to walk to get to school.

It is heart-warming to see everything that has been achieved 
over the years and we praise God for His faithfulne ss.  Thanks 
again to all our supporters.

Greetings from all our Committee 
who work very hard and meet 
monthly on every second 
Saturday morning at 8 am.

From Child care staff: "It was a moment 
of joy for the children and the Guardians 
who came to receive the items. We 
appreciate our sponsors for their 
generosity. For every day we are making 
a difference in the lives of these young 
people.

Thank you for the support of 
our Film Night - Invictus
We raised $2800 to go 
towards the General funds of 
$11,000 needed to be sent in 
April to keep BCC running for 
the next 4 mths.
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This was absolutely one of the most fullfilling tri ps to Uganda, visiting Bushikori Christian Centre o nce again, with 
my family Adam, Trudy, Abby and their friend Tony. We were deeply moved by the many people in poverty and 
hardship, but heart warmed and inspired at the happ iness, laughter and thanksgiving of the people we met. It was 
great to meet again many familiar people we had met at Bushikori four years ago and spend time with An ne 
Wandendeya who welcomed us with her warmth and kind ness. 

We met with our sponsor children and other children  sponsored by friends in Australia. How wonderful i t was to 
see Jacinta, Melda and Betty, progressing so well through the sponsorship programme, and Tony was thri lled to 
meet his three sponsor children for the first time.  

BCC continues to grow, there now is a library at Bushikori, and lots of renovations underway at the me dical clinic. 
The maternal health centre was bustling with babies waiting for health checks and to be immunized, and  a woman 
about to give birth. Joshua Primary School had just resumed after the holidays, the children were excited to be back 
at school, and we were blessed to hear them sing some Christian songs at their school assembly.

We had so many wonderful encounters while in Uganda , Trudy my daughter in law is Ugandan and was spons ored 
by Bushikori. Our trip was to spend much of the tim e visiting Trudy's family and friends, and the many  people who 
had touched her life as she was going through many difficulties and struggles. Trudy was just two year s old when, 
her father was murdered and she was unaware of who or where her mother was. After her fathers death, she moved 
with her two sibblings to her uncle's residence in Kampala. He was able to care for the family until T rudy was 
fourteen, at which point the finacial burden of man y children became 
too much. Trudy and her sister Christine went to Mb ale to search for 
their mother. They eventually found her living in p overty in a small 
home, which was soon to be struck by tragedy when i t was set on fire 
by an arsonist, everything was destroyed there was nothing left. Their 
mother returned to her village and Trudy and Christ ine stayed in 
Mbale where a Christian church provided them with f ood and basic 
care. The girls took it turns to work while the oth er could attend 
school. The girls earned six dollars a week and always gave sixty cents 
to the church on sunday even as they struggled to exist and obtain a 
day's meal. The church had to close down and they were left with 
nothing again, living in extreme poverty and desper ately needy. In 
2002 they were encountered by Anne, director of BCC who recognized 
them to be desperately needy and was able to obtain immediate 
sponsorship through BCC. No longer suffering Trudy was able to 
devote herself to her studies. Trudy is very grateful to Bushikori and 
her sponsors and believes God never left her during her ordeal. Trudy 
is now happily married to Adam, they have a daughte r Abby and live 
in Geelong.

While in Mbale, Anne invited us to attend a graduat ion celebration of 
Jane, Dan Wambi's sister as she had just completed her university 
degree. It was a heart warming and most humbling ex perience, firstly to see the end result of years of sponsorship 
and to see the joy of this beautiful young girl com plete her university degree. The speeches of praise and 
thanksgiving for the Australians who sponsor were o verwhelming. It means so much to these people. We felt very 
humble to see how a little can transform a person's life and make such a difference. Trudy, Christine and their friend 
Rachel sang some songs, and then followed a beautiful Ugandan meal.

One night in Mbale, there was a Christian crusade. Adam, Trudy and Tony went along and many miracles t ook 
place- the lame could walk, a man who was deaf and dumb could now hear and was trying to speak. "All t hings are 
possible with God". 

It was a wonderful trip, the many beautiful relatio nships we encountered, the God inspired hearts of the Ugandan 
people, the caring and devoted people at Bushikori and Trudy's beautiful family and friends - and to s ee how lives 
have been changed in a simple and powerful way.
        Blessings to all  

Recent Visit to Bushikori - 2010

by Judy Thompson.

Jane Wambi - Bachelor of Arts 
in Development studies
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Gift  vouchers
Designed to support:-
Clinic ($20)
Richard Stone Tertiary fund ($20)
Gifts/Welfare fund ($10)

Can be with or
without 
amount shown.

Available through 
www.bushikori.org.au or 
Box 42 Geelong 3220
or by contacting a BCC 
representative

I begin by appreciating the Australian Support Committee for
mobilization of funds towards the Children's Gathering and all the
sponsors and people who gave. We are grateful and pray for God to
replace where you got from. Christmas as you know is an important 
day for us Christians. For BCC it provides us with an opportunity to 
meet and interact with the sponsored children some of whom we do 
not see often during the course of the year.

Many children under our care do not celebrate this day as they should
given that they have been deprived of the main parent (provider).
Others live in utter poverty and are unable to afford a good meal, a 
drink or clothes at this time. BCC provides this opportunity for all the 
sponsored children to have Christmas and a gift is for each child to 
get what is possible and share with the family.

During Christmas Gathering sponsored children gather and share a 
meal together with the BCC staff. It is a time for them to also interact
and know one another and bond as one family. We also use this time to
communicate to the studentÕs important information regarding
sponsorship and any changes that may occur in the next year. But
mainly it is a time for the children to enjoy as we celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We had children gather at the centers of Busiu, Bungokho and Butiru.
This time round the party was strictly for the children not with their
parents and guardians. The programme included: prayer, singing by the
children, games, communication to the children by the coordinator,
lunch, giving of gifts and then departure. It was indeed great fun with
the children.

We continue to pray for you that God may continue using you to as we
serve him in this work.

God Bless you all.

by Dan Wambi, Child Coordinator.

Bushikori Christmas Gatherings

Above: Children have just received approx $3 Aust 
to be used for Christmas

Above: Sack race at picnic at Busiu 

Above: Singing under the tree at picnic at Busiu
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Praise & 

Praise for gifts from sponsors.   
Bedding material:- mattresses, sheets

Praise for the gatherings at Christmas time of 
children, and thanks for all who contribute to the 
Christmas Gift fund.

Praise for the Annual Report from Uganda. 
A concrete way to see the difference our support makes.

Uganda writes "In April, (2009) we 
purchased a generator which has been 
of great help to the organization. The 
transformer at the sub county blew up 
for 5 months and had it not been for 
this new facility, work at BCC would 
have come to a holt.  Power is now just 
a switch away." Praise God!

¥ Since most of the sponsored children are faced with similar social challenges such as poor housing, lack of sustainable 
income, famine, clan neglect, illiteracy and disease, pray that BCC will acquire increased funding so as to expand the welfare 
project to all the families.
¥ Pray also that BCC acquires more sponsorship for the many children that are on the waiting list. 
¥ With the completion of the first phase of the Library block, it is clear that we need more books to meet the high demand. 
So pray that the Lord will touch more helping hands to give towards this project.
¥ Pray that the school will acquire a bigger vehicle, preferably a bus, to solve the challenges of transport for both the staff 
and the pupils. 
¥ Pray that JPS acquires more finances to facilitate employment of additional staff in order to meet the pupils needs 
effectively. 
¥ Pray that the school acquires a duplication machine of its own to facilitate academic programs.

Prayer points from Uganda

From the TreasurerÕs desk

In these trying times there are some matters that have a financial aspect for which we would appreciate your prayers :-

1. Sponsorship Withdrawals
Currently we have 5 formerly sponsored orphans for whom, as a result of the present difficult economic situation, the sponsors 
have reluctantly found it necessary to withdraw their support. The Australian Committee is bound to maintain these children in 
the program.
 
Pray that new sponsors will present to support these children and so relieve the committee of the financial burden of 
supporting them in the interim.

2. Richard Stone Tertiary Fund
This fund commemorating the work of our former Treasurer, supplements the cost of Tertiary and Vocational studies for students 
where the sponsors are not in a position to meet the extra costs involved. The fund has fallen below the level necessary to 
maintain this supplementary contribution into the future.

Pray or replenishment of the fund to maintain this necessary service.  

3. General Fund
Despite the loving and generous support that we receive from our Church groups and supporters together with our fundraising 
efforts, this fund, which provides for administrative and management staff costs in Uganda, remains as ever under stress.

Pray that we can continue to reach our budget of  $2850 per month to meet these needs.
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 Bushikori has a health centre employing 10 full time staff.  We have a clinical officer, trained lab technician and lab assistant, two trained midwives 
working in the maternity ward and five nurses and nursing assistants.
In addition to providing outpatient treatment, the health centre has the capacity to provide in-patient care in four wards: general, maternity, pediatrics 
& a male ward.  The most common ailments presented for treatment are malaria, pneumonia, respiratory infections, typhoid, urinary tract infections, 
anemia, skin diseases, intestinal worms, gastrointestinal disorders, eye diseases & asthma.   
Local mothers are provided with free vaccinations and health checks at the health centre every Tuesday.  On average 50 babies are vaccinated each 
week for polio, diphtheria, hepatitis B, measles, human influenza virus and tuberculosis.  The health centre offers prenatal and antenatal services, 
which include vaccinations against tetanus for pregnant mothers as well as ARV's (anti-retrovirals) for the prevention of mother-to-child transmission 
of HIV/AIDS.
Community outreach programs enable the staff to run educational health seminars in local villages and raise awareness about topics related to health, 
hygiene, and sanitation.

The health centre serves a population of 23, 000 people with numerous activities running in the communities. The following activities are taking 
place -
1. Traditional Birth Attendants  (TBAs) Initially a personal endeavour in the community, most mothers inherited or were taught by their close 
friends to be TBAs. They are mothers who help pregnant women to deliver when they go into labour and are unable to find transport to hospital, 
manage the long distances to a health unit or meet hospital costs of delivery. The clinic through funding has been able to train 10 TBAs in the 
community and given them refresher courses for the last couple of years. It also continuously supplies the TBAs with medical supplies for their 
work. At the end of every month, the mothers then send in reports to the health units to show the statistics of whatÕs going on.

2. Reproductive Health Trainers/Peer Educators The health unit has been able to train 6 trainers it continuously uses to train the reproductive 
health peer educators from the community and schools. They also give refresher courses, and help supervise the program. The peer educators are 
then trained to teach young people who are adolescents on reproductive health in the villages and schools. Two peer educators were selected from 
selected villages and two from schools in the catchment area.

3. Immunization The clinic has seven immunization outreaches served by four immunizers. They go into seven selected areas to immunize children 
on selected days of the month with every station being given its own dates of the month. A mobilizer separately goes out two to three days prior of 
the immunization and tells the community that they should not forget their specified day and remind them to bring children for immunization. These 
is mostly funded by the Ministry of Health through a program called Primary Health Care but usually the local district does not release the funds in 
time for the required purposes and sometimes completely fails to send in the funds.

4. Homapack  distributors/ Antimalaria service providers(AMSP)  The health centre trained at least two people from every village who turned 
out to be either Homapack distributors or AMSP. Homapack distributors were recognized and used by the Ministry of Health to distribute drugs to 
the community in the fight for malaria especially when any community member fell sick. 

5. Assurance scheme The health centre identified the poverty of the community members, their persistent inability to pay all their medical bills and 
its incurring bad debts as a result subsidized costs of treatment at the health centre. The health centre started an assurance scheme to help the 
members of the community be able to open accounts in the health centre and save money for their family treatments. This program has worked so 
well and currently enjoys serving over 126 households from the community, over 50 households from BCC and over 200 children from Joshua 
Primary School. This scheme helps them save money and they are able to use it at the time when they fall sick. Every member of the scheme is able 
to get his/her money back whenever they need it so it does not work like insurance companies. But rather saves and keeps money for the 
community.

Communicable diseases such as malaria are the leading cause of death and illness in Uganda, and women and children are worst affected. AIDS 
causes most adult deaths and is the main reason for falling life expectancy. Today, an estimated 1 million adults (57% of them women) and 187,000 
children are HIV positive. HIV also fuels the TB epidemic Ð 50% of HIV-positive people have TB, and 30% of them will eventually die as a result.
Rural areas have least access to basic health care, safe water and sanitation. This, alongside poor hygiene, creates high rates of diarrhoeal disease and 
death in children.
Distance and cost also play their part in UgandaÕs health crisis Ð 13% of people do not seek medical attention because they canÕt afford it, or canÕt 
reach clinics. Trained health workers are scarce in rural areas Ð some districts have as little as 26% of the professional medical staff they need.

Bushikori Health Clinic
by Levert Wafula Clinical Officer 

Left: Clinic in 
2007 with a 
rusty and 
leaking roof

Right: Clinic 
in 2010, 
renovations 
underway


